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Hong Kong College of Community Medicine welcomes the Government’s decision to raise
tobacco duty in 2024-25 Budget
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The Hong Kong College of Community Medicine welcomes the Government's decision to
raise tobacco duty in the Budget and appeals to the government to continuously review and increase
tobacco duty, taking into consideration the level recommended by the World Health Organization.

The College recognises that raising tobacco tax is the most effective tobacco control
measure, with increasing tobacco price and implementing tobacco tax being prioritised measures
to reduce smoking. In Hong Kong, the healthcare system is facing a tremendous challenge due to
the aging population and a rising number of patients with chronic diseases. Smoking stands as one
of the most significant yet preventable risk factors for death and various chronic diseases. The
substantial increase in tobacco duty provides smokers with stronger incentives to quit smoking,
leading to improved health and reduced healthcare expenditure. We hope the Government would
expeditiously implement the various measures proposed in the latest public consultation on tobacco
control strategies, including the regular increase of tobacco tax, expansion of smokefree areas and
enhancement of smoking cessation services, with a view to building a vibrant, healthy and tobacco-
free Hong Kong.



