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® Biography
) of
Professor Lee Shiu Hung

Professor Lee Shiu Hung was born in Heshan, Guangdong in 1933. He and his family migrated
to Hong Kong during World War II. Professor Lee met his wife Wai Kuen Wong at a dancing party
and they were married in 1959.

As a youngster, Professor Lee had already wanted to pursue a career as a medical doctor. After
attending St Stephen’s College, Professor Lee studied medicine and graduated from the
University of Hong Kong in 1958. Professor Lee’s first appointment in the former Medical and
Health Department was Health Officer. During his career in the Civil Service, Professor Lee held
a variety of positions related to health planning and administration, management of medical and
health services, infectious disease control, health education, occupational and environmental
health. He was appointed the first Director of Health upon the establishment of the Department
of Health in April 1989. Professor Lee is recognized for his efforts in bridging public health,
health promotion and primary care. His contributions in establishing solid infrastructures for the
control of communicable diseases, including tuberculosis, AIDS have been remarkable.

After retirement from the Civil Service in June 1994, Professor Lee continued his dedication to
promoting the development of public health in many fronts. He joined the Chinese University of
Hong Kong and established the School of Public Health in 2001, in which he served as the
Founding Director. In 2002, Professor Lee was bestowed the title of Emeritus Professor in
Community Medicine by the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He devoted much of his energy
towards the development of community and family medicine, and public health. He pioneered the
Centre for Health Education and Health Promotion, and initiated health education training for
teachers which was pivotal to the development of healthy schools. He was a staunch supporter for
the healthy city projects which are now present in every district in Hong Kong.

Professor Lee never once stopped to advocate for community-wide control of tobacco and drugs,
as well as prevention of communicable and non-communicable diseases. Apart from serving a
number of Government Committees, Professor Lee was the Founding President of the Hong Kong
College of Community Medicine and President of the World Association of Chinese Public
Health Professionals since 2003. He also founded other important professional associations
dedicated to promoting control of infectious diseases and furthering of health promotion and
public health practice.

Professor Lee was always mindful of the implication of global and regional environments on local
population health. For his efforts to improve the health of people in the region, he was awarded
numerous honours and awards, including the World Health Organization Medal from the Western
Pacific Regional Office in 1988, Leadership Achievement Award by the Asia-Pacific Academic
Consortium for Public Health in 2000, Outstanding Contribution to Tobacco Control in China by
the China Association on Smoking and Health in 2002, Award from the Asia Pacific Association
for the Control of Tobacco in 2007 and the Award by the World Health Organization and Alliance
for Healthy Cities in 2010.

Professor Lee was appointed as a Justice of the Peace in 1996 and awarded the Silver Bauhinia
Star in 2000.

Other than his commitments to public health, Professor Lee was a devout Christian who had close
links with the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui and assisted in various development projects

concerning community health care issues.

Professor Lee was a keen swimmer and indulged in tennis into his 70s. His other hobbies
included singing, listening to music, dancing, photography and travelling. With his wife Wai
Kuen, Professor Lee had four children Margaret, Ernest, Elizabeth and Christina and five
grandchildren, Jessica, Alessio, Alida, Michelle and Justin. As a dedicated and caring family
man, he still managed to find time to be with his family even though he was often busy with his
work schedule. He relished his valuable family time and in particular, big family gatherings and
holidays with all of his children’s families. He liked watching his grandchildren playing and often
joined in with them whenever he could. He especially loved to cycle in the country side and pick
strawberries/raspberries on warm summer days in England with his grandchildren. He and his

wife Wai Kuen shared countless memorable and treasured moments together.

Professor Lee passed away peacefully in Hong Kong on 9th January 2014 surrounded by his
family. He was well loved and respected by all his family, relatives and friends. Professor Lee
will be dearly missed as a dedicated medical professor and icon who inspired many in the public
health field and far beyond.




N Missing you dearly
from all of us

* To our beloved Daddy, we are truly grateful for your utmost love and care you have showered
us. We love you dearly from the bottom of our hearts. We treasure every piece of guidance,
wisdom and support that you have given us over the years. You are always with us and remain
in our hearts and thoughts.

From Margaret & Paul, Ernest, Elizabeth & Peter, Christina & Michael

)

To our dearest smiling grandfather, we would like to say:

* My dearest Kun Kun (Granddad), 1 will really miss you showing me the world, comforting and
talking to me on the phone and cycling along the country lanes together. [ will keep my promise
to you to follow your footsteps into medicine to make you proud. I love you very much.

From your loving granddaughter Jessica

* I love you very much Kun Kun. Thank you for passing the knowledge of the world to me,
helping me to broaden my vision and comforting me when I am sad. I especially enjoy our happy
holidays in Thailand. I will never forget what you have done for me.

From your loving grandson Alessio

* 1 miss you very much Kun Kun. I am so proud of you because you work so hard and you are so
kind and nice to me. [ miss the times we share delicious ice-cream and sweet cakes together. You
are and will always be in my heart.

From your loving granddaughter Alida

* My beloved Kun Kun, | really miss you. [ miss your hugs and the good times we shared together,
especially in the summer holidays. You are a role model to me and I really want to be a doctor
when I grow up, just like you.

From your loving granddaughter Michelle

* My dearest Ye Ye (Granddad), 1 love you very much. Thank you for playing with me. [ will miss
you very much especially the times you stayed with me at weekends and holidays.

From your loving little grandson Justin
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* [ was greatly saddened at the passing of Professor Lee Shiu-hung, and wish to extend my deepest
condolences to his family on behalf of the World Health Organization and on a personal note.

Q“\v

For more than half a century, Professor Lee dedicated his time and efforts to promoting the
development of public health, as the Founding Director of the Department of Health of Hong
Kong and as the Founding Director of the School of Public Health of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong. He was instrumental in the establishment of the medical and public health services
in Hong Kong and has made tremendous contribution to tobacco control and health promotion.
His excellent work and contribution to public health was well recognized by the international
community.

The death of Professor Lee is a great loss to the medical and public health sector, but I am sure
he will be forever remembered as a role model for public health practitioners due to his
outstanding achievements and contribution to public health.

Best regards,

Dr Margaret F.C. Chan
Director-General of the World Health Organization
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* The World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific is deeply saddened by
the demise of a friend, mentor, and former director for the Department of Health of Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region. Professor Lee Shiu-Hung had made his mark in global health

with his admirable leadership.

On behalf of the staff of WHO/WPRO, I would like to convey our heartfelt condolences and
sympathy to the family of Professor Lee and share the grief of the Chinese nation for the loss of

a healthcare leader.

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph. D.
Regional Director for the Western Pacific
World Health Organization

CHIEF SECRETARY
FOR ADMINISTRATION'S OFFICE
Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
of the Peaple’s Republic of China
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* Professor Lee was an eminent leader in the public health and medical sector in Hong Kong. His
foresight led to the establishment of the territory’s first school of public health at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK) in 2001, arousing the public’s awareness of health education
and disease prevention. He has made profound contributions in medical education, in nurturing
numerous medical professionals, and for many programmes that he initiated to meet the needs of
society.

During his time at CUHK, Professor Lee devoted much of his time and energy towards the
development of community and family medicine, and the promotion of public health. He set up
programmes in public health and epidemiology, and the master’s degree programme in health
education. He pioneered the Centre for Health Education and Health Promotion, started training
programmes for primary and secondary teachers on health education and in promoting healthy
school projects.

Professor Lee was always kind to his colleagues and inspiring to his students, and it was his firm
belief that public health professionals should be trained locally and that educational facilities to
that end be provided. Professor Lee will always be remembered for his great honesty and
generosity of heart. His care and concern for his co-workers, his generosity in sharing his
wisdom and insight with his colleagues, and his dedication to medical education made him a role
model for teachers and educators, and would indeed be a hard act to follow.

Professor Joseph J. Y. Sung
Vice-Chancellor and President
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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In Memory of Prof. Shiu-hung Lee, SBS, ISO, JP

The Hong Kong Society for Infectious Diseases was saddened to learn that Prof. Shiu-hung Lee,

Founding President of the Society, passed away on 9 January 2014 at the age of 80.

Prof. Lee was instrumental in the development of public health and infectious disease services in
Hong Kong. Among his immense contributions to the field, his vision fostered the establishment
of the Society in 1996, and he has been serving the Council of the Society continuously for the

past 18 years.

Distinguished scholar, outstanding teacher, and an exemplary role model for his followers, Prof.
Lee will be greatly missed by all who knew him. The Society wishes to extend its profound

sympathy and heartfelt condolences to the family of Prof. Lee.

KW Choi
Hon. Secretary
The Hong Kong Society for Infectious Diseases
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* Professor Lee joined CUHK in 1994 as the Professor of Community Medicine immediately after
his brilliant and distinguished career as the Director of Health. Apart from being an
indefatigable champion for promoting and safeguarding public health in Hong Kong for over
half a century, colleagues and students of CUHK had been deeply touched by his commitment
and dedication to bringing his wealth of knowledge and experience to enlighten the minds and
hearts of generations of health care professionals.

He had been the Chair of the Department of Community Medicine and Family Medicine from
1994 to 1999 and the Director of the School of Public Health from 1999 to 2001. His
contributions to the development of the School are inestimable.

Professor Lee will be greatly missed by those who had the privilege to work with him as well as
by his students and mentees. His wisdom, kindness, fortitude, and love of Hong Kong are an
inspiration to us all.

Our thoughts are with Professor Lee’s family and all those who are close to him.

Francis K L Chan
Dean, Faculty of Medicine
Chinese University of Hong Kong
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* Prof. Lee is a great leader in public health and a highly respected and beloved mentor, friend and
colleague to all of us. He will always live in our hearts and his contributions to public health will
always be remembered and valued.

We send our deep condolences to his family.

Prof Jin-Ling Tang

Professor and Acting Director

JC School of Public Health and Primary Care
Faculty of Medicine

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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* Prof. Lee had a highly distinguished record of public service in the Asia Pacific Region, and his
contribution to our TB Association was widely recognized and respected. He will be sorely
missed by many near and far.

Rusy & Purviz Shroff
Vice-President and Vice-Chairman
The Hong Kong Tuberculosis Chest & Heart Diseases Association

* We are deeply saddened by the loss of Prof. Lee Shiu-hung. He made great contributions to
establishing the local medical system and promoting health education. His death was a “loss to
the local medical industry and public health sector”. May we extend to you and your family our
most heartfelt sorrow and condolences.

Dr. David LAM, Hospital Chief Executive of Ruttonjee Hospital
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* I am extremely saddened with the news of Professor Lee, he is an inspiring figure for our
generation, he has done so much for Hong Kong and the association and he will be greatly
missed. Please send my condolence to his family.

Dr. Evelin TSENG, Board Member of Ruttonjee Hospital
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* We are deeply saddened by the news of Emeritus Professor S H Lee’s sudden passing in
Hong Kong.

As a graduate of our Diploma of Public Health course (class 1963), we are very gratified that he
became a trail blazer in so many ways in the promotion of health in Hong Kong and even
internationally. He was a respected friend of Singapore, and we are indeed very proud of his
achievements all through the years as the first Director of Health in Hong Kong, a Professor of
Community Medicine at the Chinese University of Hong Kong and Founding President of the
Hong Kong College of Community Medicine among many other titles. With his boundless
energy, he also spearheaded the formation of the World Association of Chinese Public Health
Professionals, serving as the Founding President even until his last day.

We will miss him dearly, and share the loss with his family and the whole medical and health
community in Hong Kong and beyond.

Professor H P Lee, Dean Professor Chia Kee Seng

and colleagues at the Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health
National University of Singapore

Dr Chew Chin Hin, schoolmate and friend from HKU
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* In memory of Prof SH Lee

Along life’s road, our paths have frequently crossed.

Some fond memories of Prof Lee:

- as the authoritative yet benevolent Director of Health, tirelessly seeking to develop quality
primary health care for the community;

- as a genial member attending breakfast meetings to discuss the future of health services
management;

- as a selfless advocate and eloquent speaker for the healthy city and healthy school models;

- as a conscientious and knowledgeable assessor of project and funding proposals, always
offering encouraging comments for improvement;

- as the quintessential life-long learner who attends every committee meeting and modestly
claims that he “comes to learn from others”;

- as an energetic octogenarian who walks, drives, takes the MTR and minibus;

- as a white-haired, bright-eyed gentleman who always greets with his warm cheerful smile;

- as a kindly father and grandfather when he speaks of his family.

Prof Lee has touched so many people in the many roles he has played in his long and fruitful life.
“The greatness of a man is not in how much wealth he acquires, but in his integrity and his ability
to affect those around him positively.” Prof Lee is a giant among his fellow men, and his memory
will remain to inspire and lead us.

Dr Susan Fan, JP
Executive Director -
The Family Planning Association of Hong Kong
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* Professor S H Lee was my greatest mentor and [ always remember his teaching. He will always
be in my memory. Kit-ching (my wife), Alpha (my son) and I as well as staff of CUHK Centre
for Health Education and Health Promotion would like to send our deepest condolences to
Professor Lee’s family. We will pray for Professor S H Lee to rest in peace.

Albert Lee
CUHK Centre for Health Education and Health Promotion
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9 January 2014

The Lee’s Family

2/F., School of Public Health
Prince of Wales Hospital
Shatin, New Territories

Dear family members of Professor Lee,

We are saddened by the news of the passing away of
Professor Lee Shiu-Hung, and would like to express, on
behalf of the Hong Kong Red Cross, our sincerest condolence
to your family.

Professor Lee was a significant person to the development of
public health in Hong Kong. He had dedicated himself to the
pursuit of the welfare of mankind, and devoted to serve for
the furtherance of the common good. The HKRC has
particularly owed him much for all the valuable and
professional advice and guidance in many of our
programmes over the past 10 years like the Hong Kong
Humanity Award and Service Development Fund Advisory
Panel.

Please accept our sincere condolences and deepest sympathy
to you and your family on this irreparable loss. May you all
be blessed with strength and courage in your bereavement,

Yours sincerely,

\
TS &l LS
Patricia Ling

Deputy Chairman
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* I was very saddened when I heard this sad news. All along, Prof. Lee has been the pillar of HEP,

the best partner whom we can all count on, and a guardian of the association. May he now rest
in eternal peace in the loving embrace of our Lord. He will always be remembered.

Benjamin Chan WK
Director of Health Education Programme (HEP),
Principal, HKBU Affiliated Schools
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Regards,
Henry Yip H Bz 4t
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* Prof Lee Shiu Hung, Founding President of the Hong Kong College of Community Medicine,
passed away in Hong Kong on 9 January 2014.

With his life-long dedication in improving the health of the Hong Kong population, Prof Lee
founded the College in 1991 and was also the Founding Director of the Chinese University’s
School of Public Health. Prof Lee devoted his career in enhancing the public health of
Hong Kong as well as shaping the careers of hundreds of Public Health Specialists. We are much
indebted to his vision and passion in Community Medicine.

The College Council, fellows and members would like to send their deepest condolence to his
family and pay tributes to his contribution in the field of Public Health in Hong Kong.

Hong Kong College of Community Medicine
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Worid No Tobacco Day 2011

. Regional Launching and Award Ceremony
! May 2011, Hong Kung
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PREVENTION AND CONTROL
OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
IN HONG KONnG
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“ In him was life; and the life
was the light of men. ”

John 1:4






